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Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear another parable. There was a landowner who planted
a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went on a
journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But the tenants seized
the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent other servants, more
numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, 'They
will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him
and acquire his inheritance.’ They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What will the owner of the
vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him, "He will put those wretched men to a wretched
death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times." Jesus said to them,
"Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has
this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that will produce its fruit."
Spiritual Reflection:
Mark Twain said the following about the Bible: "Most people are troubled by those passages of Scripture which they
cannot understand; but as for me, I have always noticed that the passages in Scripture which trouble me most are those
which I do understand." The sad truth of today’s Bible parable is that they knew how they should have acted but instead
they allowed greed to lead them to act against what they know to be right.
Spiritual Question:
1.
What are some reasons people perform evil?
2.
Was there not at least one tenant to stand up and stop them?
3.
What parts of the Bible do you find difficult?
4.
Would you have stood for the owner’s son?
5.
How well do you accept the stone that has been

