MAY JESUS CHRIST BE PRAISED
January 7, 2018 – Epiphany of Our Lord
Spirituality Ponderings
Tough Topic: Immigration
Reform
“Migrants trust that they will
encounter acceptance,
solidarity, and help, that they will
meet people who will
sympathize with the distress and
tragedy experienced by others,
recognize the values and
resources the latter have to
offer, and are open to sharing
humanly and materially with the
needy and disadvantaged.”
Pope Francis
I would like to share with each
of you some thoughts and
reflections on one of the hot
button topics in our country if
not the world today. I know that
there will be some who will
disagree with me and what I
have to say, but I feel
compelled to say them out of
love and with the hope that
somehow I may contribute even
in the smallest way to the
building up of God’s kingdom.
A few years ago, I decided to
tackle the topic of illegal
immigration in one of my
Sunday homilies. My homily was
mostly a word for word
restatement of the United States
Catholic Conference of Bishop’s
suggested plan for
comprehensive immigration
reform. Immediately after Mass,
a man ran up to me and started
yelling at me and telling me that
I had no right to preach about
the issue of immigration
because I was basically
encouraging people to break

the law. I resisted my first
instincts to tell the man that I
was ordained by the Church
and I could preach whatever
the hell I wanted to and instead
I let the man rant and rave for
about ten minutes. Finally
towards the end of his angry
monologue he told me that his
brother had been involved in
and accident and had been
seriously injured and the driver of
the other car had been an
illegal immigrant. As the man
told me about his brother, I
could not help but feel that if I
was in his shoes I would
probably feel the same way.
The anger that he had directed
at me (and the issue of illegal
immigration) was a misdirected
anger. He was angry at the
driver who just happened to be
an illegal immigrant but since he
could not express his anger or
reconcile with that individual he
consciously or subconsciously
decided to vent his anger at all
illegal immigrants and anyone
who may support their cause(s).
I ended the conversation by
simply stating that I would pray
for him and his brother and he
ended the conversation by
storming off. When dialoguing
about tough and divisive issue I
think it is important to realize
that many of us approach these
issues with a lot of emotional
energy that can cloud our
judgement.
The second thing I think is
important to clarify before we
begin is we must not confuse
what is legal with what is moral.
This should be obvious for

Catholics for we know that
abortion is currently legal but it is
not moral. The Church
encourages us to obey as many
laws as possible but we should
never do anything immoral.
Finally, I think that it is safe to say
that many of the problems we
face in the world today
including the issue of illegal
immigration are complex issues
which will take time and a
number of steps in order to
correct.
Before we dive into the
Church’s solution to the problem
of illegal immigration in the
United States, let us take a
better look at how the Church
sees the problem. (Quotes from
the United States Catholic
Conference of Bishops will be in
bold and my commentary will
be in regular font)
1.
Most of this unauthorized
flow comes from Mexico, a
nation struggling with severe
poverty, where it is often
impossible for many to earn a
living wage and meet the basic
needs of their families. Survival
has thus become the primary
impetus for unauthorized
immigration flows into the United

States. Today’s unauthorized
immigrants are largely low‐
skilled workers who come to the
United States for work to support
their families.
I think it is safe to say that
the Church sees most illegal
immigrants not as criminals or
terrorists but more like Jean
Valjean in Les Misérables. Jean
Valean’s character in the
famous musical commits the
crime of sealing a loaf of bread
only for the noble purpose of
feeding his starving sister and
her young child. If it was not for
the crushing poverty he is in

Jean would not have stolen the
loaf of bread.
In light of all of this, many
unauthorized consider the
prospect of being apprehended
for crossing illegally into the
United States a necessary risk.
Even after being arrested and
deported, reports indicate that
many immigrants attempt to re‐
enter the United States once
again in the hope of bettering
their lives.

the Southern border. Smugglers
looking to take advantage of
would‐be immigrants extort
them for exorbitant sums of
money and then transport them
to the U.S. under perilous
conditions. Other immigrants
have opted to access the U.S.
by crossing through the
Southwest’s treacherous deserts.
As a result, thousands of
migrants have tragically
perished in such attempts from
heat exposure, dehydration,
and drowning.

Adding to this very human
dilemma is the potentially
dangerous nature of crossing

Breaking Open the Word
January 7, 2018 The Epiphany of the Lord Lectionary: 20 Gospel MT 2:1-12
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ”Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its
rising and have come to do him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was greatly
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the
people, He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, "In Bethlehem of
Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to
shepherd my people Israel." Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the
time of the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
"Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
go and do him homage." After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that
they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the
child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by
another way.
Spiritual Reflection:
“You must lose in order to gain, die in order to live, abandon everything in order to meet the Lord.
The Magi risked both danger and ridicule; Francis Xavier left his parents and gave up all his
possessions; Maria Goretti gave up her life.” – Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan. When
we hear of journey’s in the Bible, we must remember that journeys at this time where much more
difficult and time consuming. You could not simply jump on an airplane or in a car and go.
Spiritual Questions:
1. What have you given up to find Christ?
2. What do you offer God each day?
3. Where is the most surprising place that you discovered God?
4. Where did you think you would find Jesus but didn’t?
5. Are you ready for a long faith journey?

Prayers for the Week
EPIPHANY PRAYERS
1. Father God, the star that led the Magi to the
stable announced to the world that its Savior was
born. Today we live in a world that is still covered
by darkness, and still needing to make that
journey to the stable door. May our lives reflect
your light day by day, as we seek to serve where
you have placed us. That we might be the means
through which others can encounter Jesus Christ.
Amen
2. Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has
come! Darkness covers the earth and its people,
but the radiance of God's Light burns away its
shadows, illuminates the smallest corner, and
heralds in the start of a new dawn, where hearts
no longer fear, souls might be set free, and sister
shall follow brother, nation shall follow nation, and
kings and princes bow down in awe before the
one who comes to reign. Arise, shine, for the Light
of the World has come! Alleluia!
3. We are drawn to your feet in worship Your
creation facing its creator Hearts laid bare by
your light Humbly asking for your mercy. We
come to you as a people in need of assurance
and forgiveness. We come to you as a people in
need of healing and wholeness. We come
dependent upon your love. Draw us close.
Enfold us in your arms. Fill us with your Spirit that
we might reflect your light within this dark world,
speak your Word with boldness and draw others
to your feet. We ask this through your dear Son
Jesus Christ. Amen
4. For those who seek a Savior we lead them to
the Stable To the One who was born To bring
freedom Forgiveness Liberty For those who seek
Assurance we lead them to the Light To the One
who opens eyes to understanding God's Word
Truth For those who seek Forgiveness We lead
them to a Grace beyond comprehension To
wholeness Healing Peace.
5. We forget sometimes that the Jesus whose
birth we celebrated at Christmas spent many
years growing up in a small Jewish family,
growing wiser and stronger, learning a trade,
waiting for his moment. Waiting for the pieces of
the bigger picture to fall into place, when he

would enter the waters of the Jordan, the Holy
Spirit descend on him and that voice come from
heaven proclaiming, "You are my one dear Son;
in you I take great delight."
6. Father God, as we join together in worship let
us not forget your infinite patience and love in
dealing with your people, of which we count
ourselves. Use us in your service, that we might
draw others into your kingdom. To your praise
and glory we ask this. Amen.
7. (based on Isaiah 43:1-7)
The God who breathed this world alive And
sustains it day by day Whose hands flung stars
into space And controls our destiny Says, “Do not
be afraid, for I am with you.” The God who filled
the ocean depths and set tides on their way Who
caused mountains to be raised up and rainbows
to display Says, “I have called you by name, you
are mine.” The God who made the fertile earth
and seed within to sow Whose artistry creates
butterflies and the early morning dew Says, “You
are precious in my sight.”
8. Your majesty is beyond imagination the eternal
King high and lifted up to whom the angels
worship. Your power is beyond understanding The
Creator God who shakes the heavens yet holds
us in his hands. Your mercy is beyond our
deserving The Savior God once born for us now
sacrificed in love. Forgive the smallness of our
faith the magnitude of our need, the depth of our
sorrow. Raise us up to new life and new ways of
service through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord.
Amen
9. For John the Baptist preparing the way by
repentance and baptism we thank you For Jesus
Christ proclaimed your Son by water and Spirit we
thank you For Good News that Salvation has
come to the earth we thank you for your love
undeserved and graciously given we thank you
For the Holy Spirit transforming and empowering
lives we thank you for your promise of an eternity
in which to praise you we thank you

Catholic Trivia

Last Week’s Answers

This Week’s Questions

1. Catholicism has been a moving force in the
development of Western culture. It continues to
be influential in religious issues, social institutions,
art, education, medicine, science, music,
philosophy, literature, and politics. = True
2. Pope John Paul II traveled to more than 129
different countries, logging more than 750,000
frequent flyer miles, which is about three times
the distance to the moon. = True
3. The word “Catholic” was first used by Ignatius
of Antioch around the year A.D. 110. It is from
the Greek word katholikos, which means
“toward the whole.” Ignatius was suggesting
that the Church is a gift offered by Christ to all
people. = True

1. What was the name of Jesus' grandmother?
A. Elizabeth B. Anne
C. Mariel
2. What was the occupation of St. Luke, who
was one of the four Gospel writers?
A. doctor B. chef C. mayor D. farmer
3. Which Apostle do the Gospels mention more
than all the others put together?
A. Peter B. John C. Paul
4. All these men were among the original
Twelve Apostles except for one. Who was NOT
among the original Twelve?
A. Bartholomew B. Thaddeus C. Philip D. Paul

4. The “Devil’s Advocate” or Advocate Diaboli,
is a real position within the Catholic Church.
=True

Quotes of the Week
1. What are you doing, O Magi? Do you adore
a little Babe, in a wretched hovel, wrapped in
miserable rags? Can this Child be truly God? …
Are you become foolish, O Wise Men … Yes,
these Wise Men have become fools that they
may be wise. — Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
2. Give me, therefore, I pray Thee, this gold, this
incense, and this myrrh. Give me the gold of
Thy holy love; give me the spirit of holy prayer,
give me the desire and strength to mortify
myself in everything that displeases Thee. I am
resolved to obey Thee and to love Thee; but
Thou knowest my weakness, oh, give me the
grace to be faithful to Thee! — St Alphonsus
Liguori
3. For by gold the power of a king is signified,
by frankincense the honor of God, by myrrh

the burial of the body; and accordingly they
offer Him gold as King, frankincense as God,
myrrh as Man. — St John Chrysostom
4. Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at
what they see: heaven on earth, earth in
heaven, man in God, God in man, one whom
the whole universe cannot contain now
enclosed in a tiny body. As they look, they
believe and do not question, as their symbolic
gifts bear witness: incense for God, gold for a
king, myrrh for one who is to die. — Peter
Chrysologus
5. Truth, by which the world is held together,
has sprung from the earth, in order to be
carried in a woman’s arms. — St Augustine

Pro-Life Corner
Pro-Life Quote: “It seems to me as clear as daylight that abortion would be a
crime.” ― Mahatma Gandhi
Pro-Life Prayer for January: Prayer for the Unborn
You are our strength, the light by which we walk, the truth by which we talk.
You are our hope, the promise to which we hold, the story that must be told.
You are the peace this world cannot provide, that overcomes our pride.
You are our God, the One whose name we praise to whom our hands are raised.
Please help us in our everyday lives to be guardians of life. May the weak and
vulnerable, the poor and outcast, and those in need of mercy, find in us a pathway
to you. Amen

Saint Monica Society Prayer For January
O Christ Jesus, please bless those who have strayed away from your
church. When all seems dark and they feel weak and helpless, give us
them a sense of Your presence, Your love, and Your strength.
Help them to develop perfect trust in Your protecting love and
strengthening power, so that nothing may frighten or prevent us, for,
living close to You. May we all see Your hand, Your purpose, Your will in
all things. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

St. Monica Society
Please join us in praying
a special prayer each
month for Catholics
who have fallen away
from their faith.

Catholic Humor
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good
beginning and a good ending; and to have the
two as close together as possible. - George Burns
A Sunday school teacher asked the children just
before she dismissed them to go to church, "And
why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"
Annie replied, "Because people are sleeping"
Visiting his grandparents, a small boy opened the
big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered
through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell
out. He picked it up and found that it was an old
leaf that had been pressed flat between the
pages. "Mama, look what I found," he called out.
"What have you got there, dear?" his mother
asked."

With astonishment in his voice, the boy
answered, "I think it's Adam's underwear!"
The Sunday School teacher was describing that
when Lot's wife looked back at Sodom she turned
into a pillar of salt, when Bobby interrupted. "My
mommy looked back once while she was
driving," he announced, "and she turned into a
telephone pole."
Another Sunday School teacher said to her
children, "We have been learning about how
powerful the kings and queens were in Biblical
times. But there is a higher power. Who can tell
me what it is?" Tommy blurted out, "I know, Aces."

