April 29, 2018 Fifth Sunday of Easter Lectionary: 53 Gospel JN 15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that
does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned because of the
word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it
remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains
in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will
be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Spiritual Reflection:
Receive by St. Ignatius of Loyola
Take Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, all that I have and possess.
Thou hast given all to me. To Thee, O lord, I return it. All is Thine, dispose of it wholly according to Thy will. Give me Thy
love and thy grace, for this is sufficient for me. - Amen.

Spiritual Questions:
1.
How can you remain with God?
2.
What prevents you from trusting God completely?
3.
Is God sufficient for you?
4.
How do you cut yourself off from God?
5.
What can you do to increase your trust with God?

